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River Valley Rising Meeting 
October 13, 2020   8am-9am  

Matt Gilbert, Pam Doyen, Leanne Condon, Brenna Parent, Diane G., Melissa H., Allie B., Kathie W., Kat., 
Eriko    

 
I. RVR Updates  

Guest Speaker  Eriko Farnsworth 
Community Outreach Specialist, DEA Contractor 
U. S. Drug Enforcement Administration, Portland ME Resident Office 
Works with different coalitions about drug take back day and resources that we can use. Prescription 
illegal prescription medications. The target audience is youth, young adults and Workforce Supply 

therefore reduced the violence and cartels drug trafficking one of the things from the task force  is to 
help the communities that are already here and the neighborhoods by providing training and education 
and free resources that they might need to enhance their efforts in the prevention work. In 2019 the 

DEA has picked a few cities to implement the DEA 360.  In 2019 Portland was the 19th City to be picked 
for the to implement DEA 360 strategy and a lot of free resources and unofficially we've been able to get 
an unofficial approval to expand the DEA 360 strategies not just for the greater Portland area but 

throughout the state of Maine the need is there for everybody in Maine.  

They can offer free youth dance program after school dance programs we've all heard a lot of data out 
there about 5th graders between 3pm and 7 p.m. are at the highest risk for the introduction into drugs 
so they wanted to focus on older Elementary, younger Middle School students and give them a free 

place to go for a safe and healthy place to go.  It's a 20-week program that can be offered to the 
students and that could be to an organization Like Girls and Boys & Girls Club or through school, the kids 
can choose the type of dance hip-hop or whatever they want. It is on a smaller-scale right now it's virtual 

programs. They also offer a high school youth Leadership Summit. It's all virtual they get  a local 
celebrity like a maybe a radio DJ to come on board and start off with music. They offer free food, so 
everybody gets a $15 food voucher.  They are  willing to work with local restaurants or Caterers to 

provide the food.  

A lot of people have said kids are interested in peer-to-peer how do you talk to your friends about drug 
awareness or prevention or if you know a friend using, how do you talk to them.  Also a lot of interest 
with mental health issues such as depression anxiety.  They also do trainings for parents to do a 

peer-to-peer approach on  how to talk to teenagers  

They have a ton of programs so the best thing to do is tell them what you want and they will see what 

they can do to try 

 

● DFC updates-  
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● Prescription Drug Take Back Day-Oct 24th- We have worked with the Mexico PD to do a take 
back days in the past. This month we are not doing an in person drop off. Instead we are trying to 
get people to drop off their meds to the police stations just call they can come pick up or they can 
drop off at the office.  

● Red Ribbon Week-working to get back into MVMS and do some virtual events.  Essays, coloring 
pages, tie ribbons to a fence.  

● Positive Cougar Club at DMS 
● Project with WFKA- I am Human- A poem that kids from the community will read a line and put 

it all together.  
● Stall Talk October-  

II. Community Update(s)  
● Western Maine Addiction Task Force & Project Save ME Updates-  Maine Public Health 

Association conference session,they are looking to connect with people who have been affected 
by the opioid epidemic to support them with skills training and connect them with jobs,with 
people who directly who have been active users as well as affected others and they are offering 
support like the ability to pay for schooling, pay for a laptop if needed for school and childcare 
that might be associated. The director of the program said that they're really trying to get more 
people signed up and they have tons of money and resources for him to connect directly with 
people who are in recovery. 

● Larry LaBonte Recovery Center (LLRC)  Received 7,500 funding from Poland Spring fund to 
work on the waiting room area which will start this next month. got funds to hire people just 
waiting on the money to come in.  
● MVHS-  The one thing that they are finding challenging is  to connect with the kids who have 

chosen fully remote and really trying to make sure that they're engaging. They are doing a lot of 
home visits and having an SRO who is  available has been great. They have been using Doug 

Mayfield quite a bit to get into home last week. 23%  of  the students are remote 
● RSU 56- When they started school in September about the 70% of the kids chose to be 

face-to-face and 30% virtual.  Right now at 60% coming in person and 40% virtual and it's hard 
to connect. Rachel Buck and Jessica McGreevy went into all of the houses last week they just 
took one of the school Vans and went to the house to deliver books, calculators and whatever else 
kids needed there was an opportunity to at least check in.  

● Safe Voices- Still down to two Educators for all three counties and education is just looking very 
different right now.  Advocates are available to meet with people,  It is best to call the offices or 
the helpline and make that connection to help support them either on the phone or one-on-one or 
at the court. Safe Voices is hosting a memorial vigil to honor those who have lost their lives to 
domestic violence and those still enduring abuse. Rather than hold an in-person event, we are 
going live on Facebook, Wednesday, October 14th at noon. Online Chat Services 
Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.This is a one-on-one, real time 
conversation with a trained dating abuse and domestic violence advocate. 
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Future Meeting Dates: 

November 10th, 2020 

 

          Thank you for continued support and commitment to RVR!   
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